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Christianity and Japan 


The way is opening in Japan for 
a great era of Christian teaching 
and expansion, Not only has Hiro- 
hito announced to his people that 
the theory of his “divinity” was a 
military hoax perpetuated against 
the people, but it has also become 
known that the Emperor and his 
family have taken up the study of 
Christian literature and the Bible. 
If an announcement of the Em- 
peror’s acceptance of Christianity 
should come, as it well may in due 
time, the Christian message will 
find many new doors opened. 


Yamamoto 


Much paper and ink were ex- 
pended by the American press and 
official propaganda bureaus to play 
up the Japanese General Yama- 
moto’s statement that he would 
dictate the terms of peace from 
the White House. But with few 
exceptions silence prevailed when 
Admiral Nimitz revealed that 
Yamamoto’s statement was a war- 
time hoax. 

Nimitz told a group of American 
editors, “Since the war we have 
learned from Japanese sources that 
Yamamoto never said anything of 
the kind. In fact, he had such a 
healthy respect for the United 
States that he said quite the op- 
posite.” Nimitz explained how the 
Japanese military propagandists 
twisted a single sentence, lifted 
from one of Yamamoto’s speeches, 
to give the Japanese people that 
hate-provoking statement. 

It now seems that the treatment 
of truth by war propagandists in 
Tokyo and Washington follows 
much the same pattern,—play up 
the lie and ignore the truth. 


Southern Voting 


Progress in the South has been 
greatly hindered because of ex- 
ploitation by the North, Progress 
in the South has also been blocked 
by exploitation by small groups of 
Southerners. A report circulated 
in newspaper circles has thrown a 
clear and searching light upon this 
question, and the report is unan- 
swerable for it originates with 
Southern editors and writers, 32 of 
whom held a conference on voting 


(continued on next page) 


MUONS OF AMERICAN PEOPLE have been surprised during 

the past weeks by large advertisements which appeared in many 
metropolitan papers. These advertisements said, “If thine enemy hun- 
ger, feed him,” and followed with a plea that “men and women of 
good will” remember “that in our efforts to feed the many in war- 
stricken lands, we not neglect the German children and all those who 
have been our enemies.” 

The advertisements were run by the American Friends Service 
Committee which is raising funds to carry out this announced purpose. 
Tens of thousands of letters have been received in response. It seems 


that people are delightfully surprised to discover that they still live 
in a Christian country. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


ORLD GOVERNMENT. At the all-powerful political caucuses 

in Washington and London the topic of “world government” is 
rather taboo. Shouts of protest concerning loss of national sovereignty 
always arise. It is a significant fact, however, that a “world govern- 
ment” or a “world federation of states” is more and more being 
spoken of seriously and hopefully by great statesmen, scientists, his- 
torians. Every reputable physical scientist from Einstein, Urey, Comp- 
ton, Oppenheimer, Langmuir on down has declared repeatedly that 
a world state must comé into existence quickly to prevent atomic 
energy from being used on a world-wide destructive scale. 

Mr. Bevin of the London government, has been quite outspoken. 
Few Americans seem to realize that President Truman in his recent 
annual message to Congress called for the transformation of the UNO 
into a world government with the people of the United States becom- 
ing citizens of the new world state. It well may be that with great 
suddenness this trend will rise to the surface with sufficient power and 
momentum to overcome the reactionary blockade that surrounds it. 


ECEPTION? On the other hand, is a great deception being per- 

petrated upon the American people? Some very important Ameri- 
cans are charging this in and out of government circles. 

The people of America do not want another war. Neither do 
they want to be loaded with the tremendous cost of a huge armaments 
race any more than do the other people of the earth. The common 
people want to disarm and turn their energies to the more satisfying 
activities of peace. 

In conferences of world statesmen, the suggestion of disarma- 
ment has been brought up over and over again, only to be squelched. 
It is reported that, as far back as the Yalta conference, even the Rus- 
sian spokesmen voiced the speculative hope that general disarmament 
might be achieved so that the Russian people might take up the tasks 
of reconstruction and development of their vast land. 

But all such talk has been kept hushed up. Why? Time and again 
men have arisen in Congress to protest this apparent conspiracy of 
silence against all thought of disarmament. Senator Tydings, promi- 
nent Democrat, Representative Martin, House Republican leader, and 
many others have spoken courageously as numerous bills have been 


(continued on next page) 


Peaceful Gains 


In al] the news about strikes, it 
is refreshing to learn that faith in 
conciliation is still alive. In fact, 
it exists on a larger scale than 
violence and strife, although little 
is said about the achievements of 
peaceful methods. 

The labor officials have announced 
that scores of unions have, with- 
out strikes, obtained pay raises 
ranging from 10 to 20 per cent for 
2,500,000 workers in the last six 
months. Many 25 per cent increases 
have been won, and one 100 per 
cent increase was granted excep- 
tionally low-paid workers. 

Union bargaining has also re- 
sulted in 15 to 20 per cent pay 
boosts for AFL electrical workers. 
In this industry, during the past 
twenty years, wages have been 
doubled and working hours cut 
from 47 to 40 per week. 

An interesting and significant re- 
sult of these improved conditions 
of work is the fact that the pro- 
ductivity of workers has risen so 
sharply that the companies have 
been able to lower rates materially. 
Thus the consumer gains from 
workers’ gains. And, as E. J. 
Brown, president of the Electrical 
Workers (AFL), pointed out, the 
progress has been made peacefully, 
over the bargaining table. 

When will men learn that faith, 
understanding and tolerancewill win 
more than bitterness and hatred? 


Vitamin D Now Free 


The “Vitamin D Trust” will now 
permit anyone the use of its pat- 
ents, under compulsion of a De- 
partment of Justice ruling. 

Vitamin D, the “sunshine vita- 
min,” was produced synthetically 
by Harry Steenbock, a Wisconsin 
University professor. Professor 
Steenbock perfected his method 
about twenty years ago, and it wag 
promptly exploited by a group of 
business men who were Wisconsin 
graduates. They formed the Wis- 
consin Alumni Research Founda- 
tion and through it dictated dis- 
tribution and prices of the vitamin. 

Under the Foundation’s agree- 
ments, only 17 firms were allowed 
to use Professor Steenbock’s dis- 
covery until the Justice Depart- 
ment prosecuted the trust as a 
monopoly. 





Southern Voting 
(continued) 


restrictions in 13 Southern states, 

The voting restrictions, they 
found, result in the election both 
to local office and to Congress of 
men who do not really represent 
a majority of the people of that 
section and who, in many cases, do 
not really represent the views of 
the people of the South. However, 
seniority rulings in Congress often 
place such Congressmen in power- 
ful positions. Although the best 
opinion holds that a majority of 
the Southern people, as Democrats, 
have backed the Administration’s 
program both under Roosevelt and 
Truman, their elected representa- 
tives sometimes have been instru- 
mental in blocking that program. 

The Southern editors discussed 
restrictive polling measures such 
as the white primary that disfran- 
chises Negroes, the poll tax laws 
and arbitrary interpretation of 
complicated registration laws to 
exclude great numbers of the pop- 
ulation. Some Southern political 
machines make considerable use of 
this last device and, through it, 
have helped to retain minority 
Congressmen in office. 

According to statistics compiled 
by the Southern editors, only 27.9 
per cent of potential voters of the 
13 states with restrictive polling 
laws took part in the last national 
election, In the other states of the 
union, 61.9 per cent of potential 
voters participated. Breaking the 
figures down in terms of individual 
states: the percentage of potential 
voters who actually voted in South 
Carolina was 10; in Mississippi and 
Alabama, 15; in Georgia, 17; in 
Oklahoma, 55; and in Kentucky, 
54. 

As Washington newsman Stokes 
of the Scripps- Howard papers, 
points out, the editors, basing their 
conclusions on their knowledge of 
the people of their own communi- 
ties, found that it is the politicians, 
rather than the people, who want 
to keep the restrictions. A signifi- 
cant point is the fact that the poli- 
ticians don’t want a large vote. 
That fact and its implications, 
however, are not generally recog- 
nized. 

The experience told by Byran 
Collier, editor of the Columbus, 
Georgia, Ledger, is also related by 
Mr. Stokes and is very significant. 
Said Mr. Collier: 

“I wrote an editorial suggesting 
that the Negro be admitted to the 
Georgia primary. I am frank to 
say I didn’t know what would hap- 
pen. I was pretty sure that my 
phone would ring al] night and I 
thought I might be ridden out of 
town. The phone did ring al] night, 
but from that day to this there 
has not heen one single word of 
protest. 

“On the contrary, the most sur- 
prising people in the world, know- 
ing Columbus as I know it, called 
up to say they were glad the sug- 
gestion had been made; that they 
were not afraid of the Negro in 
politics in Georgia or in Columbus, 
but that they were quite sure the 
whole business of a poll tax and 
limited suffrage in Georgia was 
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X-Ray and Forecast (coninxed) 


offered to put United States influence in motion for a general world- 
wide disarmament program. A silent fog still seems to blanket either 
words or action along that line, and the drums of “fight Russia,” 
“fight Russia” begin to beat again. 


HY FIGHT RUSSIA? For a hundred years, Britain, France and 

the Dutch—the great European world powers—have fought many 
wars to keep Russian trade, Russian ships out of the Atlantic sea lanes, 
out of the Mediterranean, out of the seas of Asia, or any place else 
that threatened the lines of Empire trade. As long as Russia remained 
quietly imprisoned behind the ice-blocked harbors, there was peace. 

But today Russia is victorious and powerful. The Pritish, French 
and Dutch are weak. Russia is coming out for her share of world 
trade through the Mediterranean, through the Indian Ocean, the At- 
lantic and the Pacific. What we think about Russia doesn’t matter 
now. It is simply a matter of facing the realities of a mew day. 


EST OR CIRCUS? From many sources, a rising tide of protest is 

being lifted against the coming test of the atom bomb against 97 
warships. The inside fact is that this test is being engineered more as 
a demonstration against Russia than a test of atomic energy. Navy 
engineers would much prefer a chance to test a few bombs on a few 
ships secretly instead of making it an international circus. But the 
State Department and the War Department are building the test up 
as the greatest propaganda stunt of all time to tell the Russians they 
had better mind us. 

The Russians are sitting back and paying no attention to all the 
atomic bomb oratory. They haven’t even protested our refusal to share 
the bomb. This attitude has begun to convince many officials that there 
is more than rumor to the/statements of scientists that Russia is per- 
fectly able to produce her own atom bombs quickly and economically. 
Military and scientific circles are also saying that there is more than 
rumor to the report that the Russians, with their usual thoroughness 
and secrecy, are making their own tests in some impenetrable area of 
vast Siberia. Sq the atom bomb tests may not be carried out upon the 
spectacular scale now being so abundantly advertised. 


LITICS, The true meaning of the Harold Ickes-Truman-Pauley 
controversy, which is still rumbling deep in the innards of the 
whole administration set up, is that paying political debts and passing 
out political plums still rank above truth and the public good in 
Washington. However, the spoils system reaches far beyond party 
lines. There are many examples of it in Republican ranks. 

Perhaps the chief trouble is that sincere, honest public servants, 
of whom there are many, are often handicapped by compulsions of 
party loyalty and the need for keeping a basis of working cooperation 
with other important gentlemen who aren’t so high-minded. 


nN BANKERS. While the spotlight remains on the trials and 

liquidation of the Nazi gangsters at Nuremberg, it is quite reveal- 
ing to learn that nothing is being done to de-nazify the six big Berlin 
banks and their officials which were among the real backers of Nazism 
and in contrast to which the Nuremberg crew are but little fry. Even 
newsman Middleton of The New York Times complained from Ber- 
lin that: 

“The American program for de-nazifying Germany and restricting 
her economic industrial potential for war has lagged in the field of 
finance capital, where little has yet been done to apprehend the per- 
sonnel of the six big banks of Berlin or to investigate the banks as 
concentrations of economic power that occupied a dominant position 
in the German economy and were the principal financial-economic 
support for the German {Nazi} machine. 

“The slowness to tackle the problem of the six big banks is in 
marked contrast to the steady elimination of the Nazis and their sup- 
porters from smaller business and industry and is almost inexplicable 
in the light of the guides {directives} issued in Washington concern- 
ing the part played by German banks and bankers in the war, the 
necessity for removing them from their positions and their possible 
inclusion in the list of war criminals.” 


(continued on next page) 





CIO Version 


Every Christian layman should 
study the powerful publicity cam- 
paign which the CIO has launched 
through its various publications to 
explain to the average worker— 
whether or not he is on strike— 
why the walkouts were called. It 
gives the other side of the story. 
Exaggerated, yes, but no more, if 
as much, as that which the layman 
gets every day through his news- 
paper and radio with their usual 
anti-labor bias. 

The CIO publications are full of 
pictures of Negro families as well 
as of white, and of American work- 
ers with such names as Mike Har- 
kavich, Jack Papavinski, Sam Ru- 
benstein. Thus they are definitely 
playing up the angle of the minor- 
ity classes against that of the well- 
known 100 per cent American anti- 
labor organizations whose spokes- 
men in Congress are frequently 
heard shouting, ‘“dago, kike, nig- 
ger.” 

The veteran appeal] is stressed 
along with the different nationali- 
ties angle. Photographs of picket- 
ing veterans are shown. These GI 
pickets carry placards which say, 
“Were my 13 months in a Nazi 
prison to protect corporation prof- 
its?” “My family wants a fair 
wage,” “I was wounded twice at 
Saipan, but my kid’s can’t eat in 
Detroit.” 

The following is a paragraph 
concerned with the steel strike 
during its most heated hours: 

“Poles and Swedes, Slavs and 
Englishmen, Germans and citizens 
of America by birth, white and 
Negro, Catholic, Protestant and 
Jew—al] the working people of the 
steel communities—are united for 
the struggle that involves more 
than 800,000 USA-CIO members 
from the Pennsylvania heart of in- 
dustry to the Pacific coast, 

“Elected [union] officials, mer- 
chants, clergymen all have hit the 
picket lines. . . . [Many families 
are] dependent on stee] and that 
goes for everybody around here.” 

(It is true that in many strike 
areas clergymen, merchants in 
workers’ communities and others 
joined the picket lines.) 

Explaining the need of a wage 
boost, a worker is quoted as say- 
ing that during the war he doubled 
up, working 16 hours a day. “Just 
worked and slept and ate.” A two- 
week pay check, August 25, 1945, 
for 64 hours per week was $171.21 
or $85 a week, But for two 40 
hour weeks, ending December 15, 
1945, the pay check was $72.23, or 
$36 per week. “Me, my wife and 
four kids can’t live on that now. 
All the bond money I saved went 
into a down payment on my house. 
I either had to buy it or move. 

“‘We don’t want no blood money 
now. All we want is the raise we’re 
entitled to. Forty hours or even 
less [or $46 a week] would be 
enough. We don’t want a big house 
and lot—just a decent standard of 
living.” 

We don’t expect all of our read- 
ers to endorse or to agree with 
these CIO presentations, but it is 
important for us to know what 

millions who live on the other side 


(continued on next page) 





Franco and the Church 


Catholic leaders and policy mak- 
ers in America and elsewhere are 
making strenuous efforts to extri- 
cate the Vatican from the embar- 
rassing situation that the world- 
wide denunciation of the Franco 
regime has created. The Catholic 
hierarchy’s allegiance to Franco is 
being severed adroitly and soon all 
manner of propaganda items in 
newspapers and magazines will ex- 
plain “the independence of the 
Vatican from all political regimes,” 
and “the true relationship of 
Franco and the Church.” 

This whole situation has been 
emphasized in Washington by the 
revelation that Franco not only 
gave aid to the Nazis, harbored 
large groups of Nazi scientists, but 
also had provided the Nazis with 
sites for the launching of buzz 
bombs against British and Ameri- 
can ships. Secret Nazi documents 
seized by the United States Army 
have been reported as giving proof 
of these charges. 


New Bible 


A new version of the New Testa- 
ment was completed recently by 
scholars appointed by the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Educa- 
tion. A revision of the Old Testa- 
ment is now under way and will 
be completed four years hence. 


CIO Version 
(continued) 


of the street from our houses are 
reading or thinking. 

United States employment ser- 
vice records show that jobs avail- 
able today pay too little to sup- 
port a family. A survey made in 
New York City recently revealed 
that over half of the jobs then 
open paid under $30 a week. 

Reports from government agen- 
cies in Atlanta, Georgia, indicated 
that 30 per cent of available jobs 
for men with families paid less 
than $24 a week; in Columbus, 
Ohio, 7 per cent paid less than 
that; in Trenton, New Jersey, 5 
per cent. 

Many veterans have discovered 
that available jobs pay very little 
—often less than a man with a 
family was getting while he was 
in the service, Some 400,000 of 
them, therefore, are taking unem- 
ployment benefits of $20 a week 
while looking around for better 
jobs. 

Minimum wage laws are now on 
the way to lift low standards. If 
those forces that are fighting such 
legislation should succeed, the fires 
of violence will flame high in our 
industrial centers again someday. 

Of course there is the frequent 
comment that few men today are 
willing to work hard and are often 
not worth what they are offered, 
but scientists in the field of soci- 
ology and economics point to the 
fact that low wages kill incentive 
—‘‘pay low wages for low ability 
and performance, pay high wages 
for initiative and production,” they 
urge, Firms that do that are not 
complaining about their inability 
to find good help. 


HITLER’S LEGACY 




















When Hitler vanished from the scene he left an array of ideas that 
did not vanish with him. The disregard for the place of religion, an intol- 
erance toward minority peoples, a whole catalogue of vicious ideas that 
are the antithesis of democracy and religion, have remained to plague us. 
In almost every American community there are people who are carrying on 
Hitler’s work. Race hatreds are being preached by word and deed. Crosses 
are being torn down and churches destroyed by neglect and spiritual indif- 
ference. The battles are over against Nazism,—but the war has not yet 
been won. 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


The naked truth, as we reported many months ago (Between the 
Lines, August 27, 1945), is that many of the occupation officials oper- 
ating with our Army are representatives of large business interests in 
this country which have had close and friendly connections with the 
Nazis for years and are right now continuing their plot of keeping 
the limelight on the gangster hirelings at Nuremberg while they help 
their old time pals hide out at baronial estates until things blow over. 
British and French occupational authorities are of course operating 
on the same pattern. 


(C= INDEX. Upper Army circles whisper that United States 

Army authorities in Germany have captured a card index list of 
hundreds of names of prominent Americans and Englishmen who had 
maintained friendly and helpful connections with the Nazis. Everyone 
associated with the finding of these names has been sworn to secrecy, 
but it was too good a story to be kept entirely unknown, It is widely 
understood in diplomatic circles that this list reveals that many high 
ranking British aristocrats and important American industrialists and 
financiers were involved in Nazi intrigue. One angle of importance 
concerning the secrecy is that some of these names are prominent as 
labor haters and have been ring leaders in the fight of some of the 
large industries against the unions. What would happen if details of 
this list got into the hands of labor leaders! 

Let us substantiate these reports by quoting from the London 
Tribune in its remarks about the part British aristocrats play in this 
matter. Said the London paper: 

“These must be anxious days indeed for many of the gentry who 
decorate the stately homes and clubs of England . . . The late Nazi 
officials—so much admired in certain pre-war circles for their effici- 
ency and methodical foresight—were careless enough to leave behind 
them a volume of evidence which, in the pungent phrase of one officer 
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Clothiers’ Strike 


Many papers suppressed it, oth- 
ers gave brief mention of the strike 
against the public by large cloth- 
ing manufacturers. Even The New 
York Times said: 

“In the midst of this clothing 
crisis, thousands of suits that 
would partly relieve the shortage 
[have been discovered] stacked in 
manufacturers’ warehouses in Bal- 
timore, Philadelphia and New York 
—hoarded in the hope that higher 
prices will result from a continued 
shortage.” 

If the tailors or cloth cutters 
should strike, it would be big news. 
If the bosses strike, it is quietly 
passed over. 


Financial Network 


Would you like a peek into the 
methods used by large financial 
and industrial organizations in 
their various internationa] opera- 
tions? You can do so through the 
eyes of Congressman R,. B, Wig- 
glesworth. Notice that he is not a 
‘left-winger,” but is a staunch Re- 
publican from Massachusetts. 

In opposing some decisions of 
the Federa] Communications Com- 
mission, Mr. Wigglesworth investi- 
gated Washington records and 
came up with interesting revela- 
tions. For instance, the Aviation 
Corporation of America (AVCO) 
was recently permitted to buy 24 
radio broadcasting stations; some- 
thing many Congressmen feej will 
be bad for the country, since one 
corporation will control 24 voices 
of opinion. 

Congressman Wigglesworth also 
found that AVCO bought out the 
large Crosley Corporation which 
manufactured both radio and non- 
radio items. The new great com- 
bine of Crosley-American Aviation 
Corporation includes companies 
making airplanes, steel, ships and 
many other products. 

“Just who is really behind the 
deal, in view of the financial tie- 
ups of Victor Emanuel, chairman 
of the board of AVCO?” asked the 
Congressman. He found that in 
1937 Emanuel had got 13 banks to 
float 500,000 shares to set up 
AVCO by buying out the industrial 
interests of E. L. Cord. The Schroe- 
der banking firms (J. Henry 
Schroeder & Company of London, 
J. Henry Schroeder Banking Cor- 
poration of New York) bought 
300,000 of the AVCO shares, 

At that time, the Schroeder in- 
terests were headed by Baron 
Bruno von Schroeder, a German 
aristocrat who, in 1914, had be- 
come a British citizen, The bank- 
ing firm, however, continued to be 
a powerful factor in German finan- 
cial circles under the Kaiser, dur- 
ing the existence of the German 
Republic and throughout the years 
that Hitler was in power. The Stein 
Bank of Cologne was headed by 
Kurt von Schroeder who, accord- 
ing to the powerful German indus- 
trialist Fritz Thyssen, shared in 
the financing of the Nazi party 
with von Papen and Thyssen. 

Also, when in 1940 a New York 
fiscal agent was appointed by Ger- 
many for a gold bond issue, the 
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Financial Network 
(continued) 


agent was the New York branch 
of the London Schroeder firm. At 
this time, Germany and Great Brit- 
ain were already at war. 

Besides aiding Victor Emanuel 
in setting up the Aviation Cor- 
poration of America, the Schroeder 
interests worked with him in main- 
taining a dominant position in the 
Standard Power & Light Com- 
pany. Emanuel is president of 
Standard, a combine which is one 
of the biggest American public 
utility holding company systems. 

In short, Congressman Wiggles- 
worth pointed out that a vast net- 
work of industrial and financial in- 
terests in the United States has 
roots in England and Germany— 
roots that were deeply interwoven 
with the origins of Nazism. 

These revelations, of course, are 
not new to Congress. But what 
can Congressmen do when many 
of them come from districts dom- 
inated by industrial and political 
forces allied with these same in- 
ternationa] concerns. 

The cure is to create an in- 
formed, courageous public mind 
moved to constructive action by 
patient Christian understanding 
and tolerance. 


Sale of Girls Stopped 


Word has reached America 
through news circles that MacAr- 
thur has ordered the Japanese gov- 
ernment to prevent the selling of 
Japanese girls into prostitution. 

For centuries, Japanese families 
have sold their daughters into such 
slavery. In 1940 a Japanese law 
was passed which prohibited the 
selling of women by husbands and 
sweethearts, although blood rela- 
tives were left free to follow the 
ancient custom, 

Genera] MacArthur invoked the 
terms of the Potsdam Declaration 
which guarantees “respect for the 
fundamental human rights” and 
demanded that all laws authorizing 
licensed prostitution be annulled. 

The brothel keepers of Tokyo 
recently nullified slavery status 
contracts with their girls, permit- 
ting them “‘the democratic right’ of 
going into business independently! 


Air Field in Arabia 


A $6,000,000 air port is being 
constructed in Saudi Arabia, by 
our War Department. It is located 
just off the Persian Gulf coast and 
Army personnel plus American, 
native and Italian workers are be- 
ing employed. 

Behind this is the fact that two 
great American oil companies hold 
vast oil concessions in this area 
which formerly was a British mo- 
nopoly. When it became evident 
that the British were facing Rus- 
sian pressure, American companies 
were promptly brought into the 
deal. Now American taxpayers’ 
dollars are being spent to defend 
these interests and the American 
people don’t even hear about it. 

The whole Arabian oil deal is a 
top secret according to State De- 
partment officials, It isn’t hard to 
guess why. 


X-Ray and Forecast (coninue) 


connected with the discovery, is enough to ‘blow the lid off the whole 
dirty business’ of pro-Nazi intrigue. . . . The country at large would 
welcome an assurance from the government that the influential friends 
of Nazism still at large will be given at least as much publicity as has 
been afforded to the cranks, fanatics . . .” 

In America, the government has been quick to haul in the little 
guys like Pelley, Winrod, Mrs. Dilling and others who were tangled 
up with Nazi propaganda. But now the official hush-hush is blanketed 
over the bigger fish who drape themselves over important mahogany 
desks in Wall Street and frequent the exclusive clubs “uptown.” 


c— STRIKES. Washington talk forecasts coal strikes due after 
April 1 when the present contract between the mine workers and 
the mine owners terminates. 


|B ane RADIO. Sir Hartley Shawercross, an important British official 

of the UNO, made a speech to that body which naturally did not 
appear in most press reports. He requested that the UNO establish 
radio stations of its own to tell the world the truth. Sir Hartley de- 
clared that most papers and news syndicates were publishing only 


what suited their policy and were giving a distorted picture of the 
UNO. 


|: pe RUSSIA. Anti-Russian feeling in Washington is mount- 
ing steadily higher. The pressure against Russia is coming not 
only from London-Wall Street quarters and the Vatican, but also from 
many United States Army officers returned from Germany who are 
boiling mad over the way the Russians have hemmed them in and 
pushed them around. The Russian attitude is that the Americans are 
going home fast, and “Why not?” they tell the Yanks. “Your home is 
far away, but ours is nearby so we’ve got to keep things straight here,” 
—and the frosty-faced Russian officers proceed to run the show. 


Ree AND RUSSIA. Forecasts by religious leaders of the estab- 
lishment of better relations between the Vatican and the Soviet 
have been called off. A year or so ago, President Roosevelt sent Ed- 
ward J. Flynn to Moscow and to Rome to try to mitigate the hostility 
existing between the Roman Catholic Church and the present Russian 
government. These attempts proved to be entirely unsuccessful. 

The Pope is mindful of the fact that, due to the westward ex- 
pansion of Russia’s borders, much of the newly-acquired population 
of present day Russia is Roman Catholic, and he would like to be 
able to look after these Catholics more directly than the Soviet now 
permits him to do. But with the Soviet’s support of nearly all Social- 
ist developments in Europe, and the Vatican’s long standing ties with 
the old aristocracies and reactionary factions of Poland, Rumania, 
Spain and elsewhere, the conflict has increased rather than diminished. 

This whole issue lies beneath most of the diplomatic action in the 
UNO. Many political science experts believe the key to progress 
toward peace or war can be judged by Soviet-Vatican relations. 

However, it should be recognized that the struggle in Europe is 
not just between the old line capitalistic aristocracy and Soviet sup- 
ported communism—it is not that clear-cut. The conflict exists three 
ways, as evidenced by developments in France. The socialists, who 
stand as a moderate middle force between the two above-mentioned 
extreme groups, are actually the most powerful factor, and in many 
places in France and elsewhere have come to power by a union with 
the less extreme communist factions. The Soviet maneuvers its support 
back and forth between the socialists and the communists according 
to the side which seems to be on top, and the Vatican follows much 
the same policy, with liberal Catholic forces often appearing prom- 
inently in the moderate socialist groups. However, the point of both 
the Vatican and Soviet interest and support is vested in the extreme 
left and extreme right, the elasticity of the support being simply an 
evidence of the length to which they will go to block the growth of 
the opposition. 

The new freedom and rapidly growing strength of the Russian 
Orthodox Church both in Russia and Russian-dominated areas adds a 
still larger spiritual meaning to the struggle. 


MacArthur in Japan 


A left swing on the part of the 
Japanese press is being reported 
by news and military observers. 
Some of Japan’s famous newspa- 
pers have even become outspoken- 
ly socialistic and some even com- 
munistic. Newspapers started since 
the war ended especially are leftist. 
These papers all have a huge cir- 
culation and will have an impor- 
tant influence on public thought 
and upon coming elections, 

Conservative interests in Amer- 
ica which have financial ties with 
Japanese big business are alarmed 
and are putting pressure on the 
State Department either to re- 
move MacArthur or to get tighter 
control on American policies in 
Japan, 

The fight against MacArthur has 
been going on for several months 
as we have previously reported. 
The American people are told of 
Soviet opposition to MacArthur 
but not of the Wall Street-London 
fight against him, 


Movies for Churches 


The first dramas of history were 
created in the interests of religion. 
The Church was in reality the 
mother of the stage. Yet, to its 
own great loss, the modern church 
for some time has surrendered 
nearly all of its use of dramatic 
portrayal to the commercial thea- 
ter and the movies. It is good to 
learn now, however, that in the 
all-important field of the movies, 
the church is recapturing its right- 
ful place. Several film production 
companies in Hollywood are now 
making fine Biblical films, drawing 
entirely upon the Bible itself for 
the stories and producing them on 
16 mm film for use in the churches. 
The films run from five to thirty 
minutes in length and cost from 
$2.00 to $12.50 per exhibition. 

Hundreds of pastors are using 
these films for Sunday night ser- 
vices and are “packing them in.” 
Services that formerly had 60 to 70 
in attendance are now averaging 
600 and 700. A worship service 
used in connection with the drama- 
tic portrayal of some great Bible 
lesson is an inspiring and satisfy- 
ing experience, report such pastors. 
The Religious Film Association, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York, is 
one of the main distributors. The 
Protestant Film Commission also 
is active. Any Y.M.C.A. should be 
able to give further information, 
as could the Federal Council of 
Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New 
York. 


Southern Voting 
(continued) 


purely a matter of political chi- 
canery, that the people we have 
got in office don’t want a big vote.” 

(Georgia, under the leadership 
of Governor Ellis Arnall, repealed 
the poll tax but kept the white 
primary.) 

Newsman Stokes comments: “It 
looks as though the people, in the 
Scuth or elsewhere, are ahead of 
the politicians. How long are the 
politicians going to get away with 
at” 





